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Synopsis (from Barnes and Noble):

The “true story” behind Alice in Wonderland! Princess Alyss
Heart is brutally cast out of Wonderland by her vicious Aunt
Redd, who beheads Alyss’ mother (Off with her head, she
cries!) and begins to rule over Wonderland with an iron fist.
Alyss escapes from Wonderland and is exiled to another
world entirely—Victorian London—-where she is adopted into a
new family, renamed Alice, and befriended by Lewis Carroll.
At age 20 she returns to Wonderland to battle Redd, reclaim
the throne, and lead Wonderland into its next golden age of

imagination.

This is a newly imagined version of Alice in Wonderland.
Don’t be expecting the Disney fairy tale because it’'s far from
it. If you thought the Queen of Hearts (Redd in this story)
was a monster in the Disney version, wait until you get a load
of Alyss’ Aunt Redd. When she says off with their heads,

she really means it. And the ambiguous Cheshire Cat that we

remember...well this one sounds like he might have just stepped out of an X-Men movie! All the other
characters are here as well, in different ways, shapes and forms. And there are a few additional characters.
Alyss’ parents are the Queen and King of Wonderland. And for all the feminists out there, Wonderland is a
“Queendom”, not a Kingdom. In this story, the Queen holds the power of the realm. So you know what that
means...Alyss is next in line for the thrown. It all makes for a pretty exciting story that keeps you engaged
throughout. | don’t know about anyone else, but when I’'m listening to an audio book, if it's not an engaging
story, my mind tends to wander. My mind did not wander once as | was listening to this book. This is actually

the first book in a series and I’'m looking forward to reading the rest of them in the future.

What really enhanced my experience of listening to this book was the reader, Gerard Doyle. One can really tell
of his experience in the theatre. He brings every character alive with their own distinct voice. The listener is
never at a loss as to which character is speaking. His narration is lively and nuanced. Mr. Doyle is a first rate

audio book reader. | will be looking for further titles with him as the narrator.

| am recommending this book as a great read. Whether you read it in print or listen to the audio is your

decision, but | must stress once again that this audio book experience was highly entertaining.
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