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TUESDAY, JANUARY 02, 2007
The Looking Glass Wars: Frank Bedder

"The Looking Glass Wars" is a great retelling of the "Alice in Wonderland" story as if it
really happened.

Young Alyss Heart is princess of Wonderland. Her mother rules the Queendom with a
fair hand, but danger is lurking. Redd, the queen's sister, believes she should be the
ruler (she is the oldest, but her penchant for Black Imagination, similar to black magic,
made their mother banish her and give the Queendom to Genevieve). On the day of
Alyss' seventh birthday, Redd launches an assault on the castle, killing her parents.
Alyss flees with her bodyguard, Hatter Madigan to the Pool of Tears. Not knowing where
it will take them (any who go into the water never return) they jump. They are
separated, however, and the Pool takes Alyss to Victorian England, where for some time
she lives as a beggar, and then is later adopted by the Liddell's who change her name to
Alice.

Hatter ends up in France where in self-defense he hurts many men and creates a legend
that spreads as he travels searching for Alyss. Alyss, meanwhile, meets Reverend
Dodgson, also known as Lewis Carroll, who promises to take Alyss' story and turn it into
a book so that people will believe her. But he changes the truth so much, she knows that
no one will ever believe her as he has turned the tragic events of her life into a fanciful
farce.

"The Looking Glass Wars" is reminiscent of "Wicked" by Gregory Maguire (who took
"The Wizard of Oz" and told the true story of what really happened and who the Wicked
Witch of the West really was--one of my absolute favorites). I loved the world he created
and then, knowing the story of "Alice in Wonderland" so well, finding out how Lewis
Carroll corrupted it in the realm of Bedder's story. There is much more to the story than
I've talked about here and/ I would definitely recommend it as a great book, however I
would recommend it for ages 10 and up (it is really geared towards adults). Just be
warned...it is the first in a trilogy, so you'll be looking at buy three books :).
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