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> The Looking Glass Wars > by Frank Beddor

Frank Beddor is a boyish 47, which comes in handy when addressing 11-year-olds at Manhattan’s Dalton School.
“How many of you have been to the Valley of Mushrooms?” he asks, eyes widening. He's here to kick-start the buzz
on his retelling of Alice in Wonderland, which casts the girl as a Lara Croft out to avenge the murder of the Queen of
Hearts. it's a good time to launch a fantastic trilogy—Harry Potter nears graduation, and the final Lemony Snicket
is out soon—though Beddor is an odd choice to deliver it. A champion freestyle skier in the '90s, he wenton to
oroduce There’s Something About Mary (he sold the pitch to a Foxexecona Sundance chairlift). Selling a book, he
says, is like selling a movie. Looking Glass (September) even has a Hollywood trailer, animated (in part) by a Star
Wars guy. The book is already a best-seller in the UK, and a big-screen adaptation is next. “I'm looking for someone
to star in the movie,” Beddor tells the kids. “Me! Me!l” says a little biond boy. “You can call my agent.”-MICKEY RAPKIN



